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Mental storms rack N.Z,
girl murderesses

BRILLIANCE OF JULIET HULME
REVEALED IN WRITING
ULIET HULME and Pauline Parker, the
extraordinary 16-year-old New Zea-
land schoolgirls who murdered Pauline’s

mother last June, are each on the verge
of a delayed mental crisis.

The crisis could drive Juliet insane.

It could

plunge Pauline into such despair that she may attempt
or commit suicide.

For the first time,
these ill-fated victims
of adolescent instabil-
ity are coming to face
a cold
the enormity of their
terrible crime,

Until now, each, in
her own way, has been
living in a world of
fantasy in jail

Juliet, who wth an
intelligence quotient
of 179 has the mind of
a genius, is on the
brink of a tremendous
act of contrition., In
other words, the false
walls of self justifica-

tion that this beauti- @

ful girl has built in her
mind are dissolving.

She has always rea-
lised that she would
have to spend five,
seven or perhaps more
years in jail. But only
in recent weeks has
she started
to show an |
under-
standin g
of the terrible hurt she
did herself — apart
from anyone else — by
helping batter Pau-
line’s mother to death.

People who are try-
ing to help her fear
that, when it strikes
her, the full impact of
this may cause her
mind to crack.

F she survives it

they are positive

she will develop
into one of the most in-
tellectually brilllant young
women in the world,

The problem with Paul-
ine Parker is different but
no less complex.

Paullne, much less eru-
dite than Juliet, is a sulky
moody girl.,. Up to this
week she stubbornly re-
fused to take her position
seriously.

She has convinced her-
self that within another
six months everyone would
forget the murder and she
would be free to renew
her association with Juliet.

She has revealed this in
her conversations and in
the diary she has kept
since her conviction,

In a letter she tried to
smuggle to Juliet she sald
she “hoped to be with her
very soon,”

this week prilson of-

realisation of very plain

«since her ar-

“MOODY"

ficials _ took
the drastic
step of telling
Pauline in
gentle buw

terms that
she was de-
luding herself
and that she
had no hope
of release
within five or
seven years,
if as soon as

who

atb.

Pauline
burst into
tears for the
first time

Zealand

rest,
Because
they fear she
may become depressed to
point of desperation,
the authorities have taken
every precaution ossible
to prevent the child mak-
ing an attempt on her life.
Juliet and Pauline have
had no word of each other
gince they were separated
after their conviction on

August 28
in Mt. Eden

Jullet 1is

Jail, Auck-
land, one of
the most for-
bidding, for-
tress - like
jails in the world. Her
daily assoclates are 27 wo-
men prisoners, including
two other murderesses,
drunks, thleves, and pros-
titutes,

Pauline {s in semi-soli-
tary confinement in an in-
stitution for delinquent

irls 400 miles away in

ellington, The only peo-
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specially to New

tigate the Juliet
Hulme -
Parker case.

ple she sees
—officially at
least — are
two ward-
resses and
two woInen
“official visi-

tors.”

In Auck-
land, three
“pofficial visi-
tors” see
Juliet ever
weekened,
There are her
only contact
with the out-
side world.

But letters
she receives
from her
mother in
England keep
her informed
on what has happened to
her family since they left
New Zealand.

The letters reveal that
her mother, who changed
her name after the con-
viction of Juliet and Paul-
ine to Hilda Perry and left
New Zealand with William
Perry, a British consulting
engineer, is now back with
Juliet’s father, Professor
Henry Hulme, one of the
most eminent nuclear phy-
sicists in the world — the
man who in 48 hours solved
the first German magnetic
mine that Britain captured
alive in the last war.

The letters also reveal
that William Perry, who
before the murder lodged
in the Hulmes’ magnificent
home in Coristchurch when
Professor Huline was Rec-
tor of Canterbury Univer-
sity, again is lodging with
Professor Hulme and his

went
to inves-

Pauline

JULIET HULME'S mother and William Perry as
they passed thmugt Sﬁdney on their way to
ondon.
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wife, who now legally is
known as Mrs, Perry.

Professor Hulme is receiv-
ing a very large salary at
Cambridge University as
one of the closest associ-
ates to Britain’s top atomic
expert, Sir William Penney.
He is engaged in highly
secret nuclear scCience re-
search.

The unconventional as-
sociation of Professor
Hulme, his wife, and Perry
dates from the Hulmes'
participation in a marriage
guidance bureau in Christ-
church,

ROFESSOR

HULME became

director of the
organisation and his wife
an active helper.

The function of the
organisation was to ad-
vise young people contem-
plating marriage, or
couples facing the break-
up of a marriage, on the
pitfalls of matrimony.

To put the bureau on a
proper business footing
Perry was brought out
from England.

He arrived at Christ-
church with his wife, but
his arrival was to have a
shattering effect on his
own marriage and on the
life of Professor Hulme
and Mrs. Hulme,

Perry and his wife
separated and Perry weni
to lodge with the Hulmes.

In her diary, read at her
trial, Juliet Hulme re-
corded thatone night she
had surprised  easecomms
er mother
in bed with
Perry.

Both Mrs.
Hulme and Perry denied
this on ocath.

While Perry was living
at his home, Professor
Hulme decided to leave

Christchurch and take up P

the lucrative appointment
at Cambridge, taking his
wife, Juliet, and son Jona=
than with him,

Byt Juliet and Paullne
had formed an intense
attachment for each other
and Pauline wanted to go
to England with Juliet,

They schemed and plot-

and finally murdered
Pauline’s mother by bat-
tering her with a stocking-
covered brick because she
refused to let Pauline 150.

Before they were tried,
Professor Hulme left New
Zealand with his son
After the trial Mrs. Hulme
changed her name to Perry
by deed poll and left with
Perry.

The letters which Juliet
receives from her family
remind her of the catas-
trophe she has caused ib
their lives.

But up to now she has

} inured herself against such

“ALOOF"

PAULINE PARKER (left) and Juliet Hulme as
they were during the hearing of their case in
New Zealand, rather amused by it all.

criticism by adopting an
attitude that she has been
more sinned against than
she herself has sinned.

Toward her father and
her brother she has affec-
tion. Toward Perry sheé
has no resentment because
“he stuck by mother after
father left,” but toward
her mother she 1s aloof
and indifferent because of
her mother’s sworn denial
of having been surprised
in bed with Perry.

Recently Juliet said In
jail :“What I wrote in my
diary was true. I cab un-
derstand mother not want-
ing to admit it.

“But I can never forgive
her for stan-
ding up in
the witness
box and say-
ing I had
written a lie in my diary.
I would not have minded
had mother come to me
before she gave her evi-
dence and said that to
rotect her reputation she
intended to deny what I
had written. But she did
not come and tell me.”

This, beyond any doubt,
1s one of the compelling
factors operating in Jullet's
mind which has up to now
enabled her to affect a dis-

dainful alooiness to the

stark horror of her crime
and the dreadful conse-
quence she must pay.

Until now, when asked
why she helped kill Mrs.
Parker, she has fobbed off
guestioners by sai,ring that
she acted out of loyalty to
;‘ngma.." as she calls Paul-

e,

She has said that Mrs,
Parker stood in the way of
her and “Nina" continuing
thelr Intense friendship, of
“Nina®™ accompanying her
to England.

S0 out of loyalty to
“Nina"” she willingly par-
ticipated in the murder!

at has been her attl-

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page27515959

tude up to now. But under
the influence of her “offi-
cial visitors” she is start-
ing to see the brutal reali-
ties of her wilful act.

She is starting to real-
ise, too, that as a result
of it she has placed her-
self beyond the love and
affection that a child of
her vears and nature must
crave,

She is fortunate in that
two of her “official visitors"”
are an alert
sympathet i ¢
couple whao
have the ad- #
vantage when
they visit her of being not
only educationlsts
former acquaintances.

'This cultured man and
his wife, and Juliet’s third
“visitor,” the gracious mid-
dle-aged wife of an Auck-
land surgeon, have learned
more from Juliet than all
of the psychiatrists who
have tried to probe into
her mind.

She toyed with the psy-
chiatrists because her in-
tellect, if not her know-
ledge of worldly affairs,
was greater than thelirs.
To her they were just
“bug” doctors.

UT her *officlal

visitors” have

brought her a
touch of almost parental
warmth which, for this un-
fortunate girl, could be a
glimmer of light at the end
of a lonF. dark tunnel
11‘!%’1:11:1 she is responding to
She is recelving the ut-
most sympathy, also, from
rison officials, who 1ind
er a most likable girl.

In the words of one of
them, she is a child who
would “easily succumb” to
the love and affection of a
normal family life—in con-
trast to her former home
environment, which was

ESCAPE

but f

scholastic and aesthetic
more than anything else, °

Juliet Hulme is probably
as intellectually hrilliant
as anyone of her vears
anywhere In the world.

Despite this, in Mt. Eden
Jail, she is treated like an
ordinary prisoner.

She wears a blue denim
frock and works five or six
hours a day in the sewing
room of the prison.

Her nails were long and
beautifully manicured
?’;?n she entered Mt. Eden

all.

Her first day there, a
prostitute clipped them
short.

_Now she works side by
side with two other mur-
deresses. - |

One is a plain, simple
former farm servant who
formed an overpowering
secret passion or her
handsome, ' wealthy em-
ployer, and as a Tresult
poisoned first his wife and
later a woman relative who

to housekeep for

m.

Not until after the mur-
ders did her employer
learn of her passion for
him.

Now, after seven years
in jail, she is a harmless
“trusty” who will perhaps
help rather than contaml-
nate Juliet Hulme.

But the other murderess
in the jail is a wvicious,
crude woman, hardly a fit
associate for anyone.

The petty women crimi-
nals, strangely enough, re=
gard Juliet with a degree
of awe and respect. They
feel sorry for her and try
to help her.

HIS then i3 the

environment of

this erudite,
charming, fresh com-
plexioned Englich girl with
her flawless diction and
grace ol manner.

So far she has kept her-
self reserved and aloof in
her relations with the
other prisoners,

As a child who had
pever sewn at home, she
has tackled the hard work
of sewing shirts and
dresses for jail prisoners
and occupants of other in-
stitutions with a degree ot
enthusiasm.

As an outlet for her
artistic nature, she has
knitted for herself and for
other prisoners and ward-
resses a few gay garments
from a restricted amount
of material the jall author=
ities allow
friends to
send her,

Now she 1s

’ Eknitting
emall Christmas presents
or her few close iIriends.

But in the solitude of
her cell she has sought—
and to some slight meas-
ure has found—escape in
creative writing.

She has produced an
extraordinary flctional
long-short story—a sophis=
ticated espionage mystery
she has created out of her
imagination, not one word
of which has any bearing
on her life in prison.

If she is an adolescent
female Oscar Wilde at
least so far her writings
do not mirror the shame
and melancholy thab
stamped Wilde's inspired
Ballad of Reading Jail
and De Profundis.

The brillance of her
short story has amazed
litera men who have
read it.

They rate 1t as equa! to
the work of a first-class
writer of, say, 35 years of

age.

It contains inconsis-
tencles and Inaccuracles
but they are irrelevant to
the drama of the story—
stray details out of char-
acter such as guests at a
dinner party drinking
champagne and burgundy
before dinner.

o Continued P4
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Writing may
be salyvation

from shame

When these errors were pointed out to Juliet she
{aughed and explained that where she wasn‘t sure how
her characters should have behaved
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i Study of

diaries

At the moment there 1is
no possibility of Jullet
Hulme’s writings in prison

" | being published, not  even

under a pseudonym.,
But the authorities are
everything she

fiee

writes, particularly her
prison diaries, and are ex-
amining them, because,
quite {flankly, at bhieh mo-
men ey are gr g to
u;y to rol'rnw the V??Jrkln s
of this girl’s acutely devel-
oped mind.

No matter what the erit)-
cal next few months hold
for Juliet Hulme—whether
for her the outcome is good
or bad—her writings one

day will be published in the

Iorrr? of a psychiatric re-
pon' g new Jullet Hulme

emerges from the lonié{:
confused girl now in
Eden Jail, this report will
be a monumental docu-
ment—clinical yet intense-
ly human—of incalculable
value to doctors who study
the human mind.

One of the conditions of
detention of Juliet Hulme
and Pauline . Parker was
that because of the ap-
E)a.rent unnatural nature of
heir association they be
kept inviolably apart.

Ne word of

each other

8o far the authorities
have succeeded in doing
this. As far as they know
the girls have had no word
of each other since their
separation.

Juliet, the stronger per-
sonality of the two, has
taken  this  separation
calmly, but she persists al-
ways in asking her “off.
cial visitors” about “Nina,”
althouph she well knows
that they had any news
they would not tell her.

In retrospect, the auth-
orities now take a more
tolerant view of the nature
of Juliet’s cssoclation with
Pauline,

During the trial, when
the suggestive contents of
their incredible diaries
were hlazoned forth to the
whole world, there was an
acceptance that their as-
sociation was wholly un-
natural

But people w..o have
studied the girls in %all
now belleve the only thing
unnatural in their associ-
ation was the intensity of
their adolescent affaction
for one another,

What might have hap-
pened had the association
continued unchecked, or
had the girls succeeded in
escaping detection for the
murder of Mrs. Parker, of
pourse, s something else.

But now the authorities
believe that the questlon
of sexual abnormality is
the least of thelr worries
in trying to save these girls
for soclety.

As a matter of fact they

she drew on her

now regard Juliet Hulme
as sexually immature,

Cireat as Is the problem
with Jullet Hulme, so is
the task with Pauline
Parker, the more earthy
in this duo of disaster.

8he is locked away In a
modern establishment in
Wellingtion.

Since her conviction she
has had no ecommunica-
tion with her father or
gisters, who are still in
Christchurch

Although they have heen
{free to visit her, or write
to her, they have chosen
not to do so.

Passage of time, of
course, may mellow the
attitude of her father,
who, perhaps, above all
others in this bleak tragedy
was the most grievously
hurt.

: Tgl_lll to the tme the
authorities told her with
clear finality that she had

no hope of early releass or
early reunion w Juliet,
Pauline had less readily
accepted the separation.
Smuggled

outl note

Recently she acribbled a
mhgadwiﬁ] <l it to
oee Pull
another girl in n&m Wel-
lington institution to be
smuggled out to Jullet. The
girl surrendered the note
on her release,

Each week, from all over
New Zealand and Austra-
lia, and even from abroad,
scores of people, princi-
pally religious cranks,
plain  stickybeaks, and
sometimes the sexually ab-
normal. write to the girls.

The prison guthorities
read all the letters and re-
turn them to the senders.

For- the New Zealand
authorities, Juliet Hulme
and Pauline Parker pose
an almost unique problem
of punishment and refor-
MEo Tar they pear 1o

ar r
have undertﬂ,kenafheir task
with determination and
wisdom.

The whole world will
watch the outcome with in-
tense interest.
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